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PREFACE

Changes are sweeping across the early childhood landscape, transforming our profes-
sion before our eyes! These changes create exciting possibilities for you and all early 
childhood professionals. We discuss these changes in every chapter of Fundamentals of 
Early Childhood Education, which is designed to keep you current and on the cutting 
edge of early childhood teaching practices.

Changes in early childhood education and development bring both opportunities 
and challenges. Today you have endless opportunities to participate in the ongoing 
re-creation of the early childhood profession. In fact, creating and re-creating the early 
childhood profession is one of your constant professional roles. In turn, this means 
that almost every day, you have to re-create yourself as an early childhood professional. 
Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education helps you achieve this professional goal. 
Meeting the challenges involved in reforming the profession will require collaboration, 
hard work, and constant dedication to achieving high-quality education for all chil-
dren. We hope you will take full advantage of these opportunities to help all children 
learn the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in school and in life. We believe 
that how you and we respond to the opportunities in front of us today will determine 
the future of early childhood education. Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education 
will help you learn what it takes to understand and teach young children and how to 
provide the support they and their families need and deserve.

NEW TO THIS EDITION
The ninth edition of Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education includes both new 
and highly revised content:

•• The ninth edition includes a new chapter on technology, Technology Today: 
Children, Families, and You. This chapter focuses on helping early childhood pro-
fessionals integrate technology into their teaching and learning with confidence. 
Specific “how to” topics include coding, blogging, tweeting, and integrating iPads, 
video conferencing, and smart boards into classroom practice. A special feature 
explains how to use technology to keep children with autism safe. Information 
about assistive technology enables early childhood educators to respond to the 
needs of all children in today’s diverse and inclusive classrooms.

•• Every chapter includes expanded discussions, information, ideas, and practical activi-
ties on how to accommodate the needs of diverse learners in the inclusive classroom.

•• The text includes several new Professionalism in Practice features, including 
Technology in the Kindergarten; Supporting Military Families: The Importance of 
High-Quality Child Care; How to Plan a STEM Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers; 
and Learning to Live Together—Creating Community at School.

•• Each chapter includes an expanded focus on the diversity of American society 
and the corresponding impact on teaching and learning in the early classroom. 
Contemporary topics include how to respond to the needs of immigrant children; 
how to teach children from diverse cultural backgrounds and languages; how to 
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teach children of poverty and diverse socioeconomic backgrounds; and the effects 
of poverty on children’s learning.

•• Chapter 13 includes expanded discussions and information on ways to better appre-
ciate and support the needs of diverse families, including LGBTQ families, military 
families, multigenerational families, and families with incarcerated members.

•• New Applying Research to Practice features include When the Opioid Crisis Hits 
Home; Children of Loss and Separation; and Safe Practices for Infants and Toddlers.

•• The text offers many practical ideas and suggestions for how to integrate engineer-
ing into STEM-focused activities. It emphasizes the importance of STEM education 
for under-served groups including infants and toddlers and girls, including infor-
mation on “engineering for all.”

•• All content is based on contemporary research and explores up-to-the-moment 
issues including the separation of children from their parents through immigration, 
divorce, incarceration, and foster care.

•• Every chapter includes evidence-based practices supported by up-to-date research 
and documentation. All research is no older than the years (2017–2018). Funda-
mentals of Early Childhood Education is contemporary and current.

•• The ninth edition promotes inclusivity throughout the text. It is inclusive in terms 
of children, families, cultures, programs, schools, and teachers. No one-size-fits-all 
approach is possible in early childhood education, so appreciation for and toler-
ance of diversity are placed front and center in the text.

•• Expanded discussions focus on the importance of mental health and the role that 
it plays in children’s well-being. The text provides ideas and suggestions for how 
teachers can support all children’s mental health.

•• Every chapter features an expanded emphasis on providing the reader with authen-
tic, practical ideas, suggestions, and activities for how to translate text content into 
classroom practices. All major headings conclude with a “What Does This Mean for 
You?” list of practical, teacher-tested suggestions for applying theory to practice.

•• Every chapter includes two new video-based Application Exercises. These exercises 
present the reader with a video illustrating child growth and development, teach-
ing, and/or learning in action. An open-ended question asks the student to examine 
the video critically and respond using evidence from the video and understanding 
of chapter concepts. Feedback is provided for support or to compare students’ 
answers with that of an experienced teacher. Examples include meeting the needs 
of English learners and supporting early literacy.

THEMES THROUGHOUT THE TEXT
The ninth edition of Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education integrates nine criti-
cal themes that are foundational to the field of early childhood education today.

1.	The importance of all children’s language and literacy development and competency. 
As more school districts require children to read on grade level by grade 3, you must 
know how to promote children’s reading achievement so that all children can learn 
and be successful. In addition, to help you meet the needs of the increasing number 
of children from diverse cultures who are English learners, we provide many instruc-
tional practices and examples that enable you to confidently teach all children.

2.	The welcoming and support of the growing number of children from diverse families 
including those with LGBTQ parents, military families, multigenerational families, 
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grandparent-headed families, and families with incarcerated parents. These demo-
graphic shifts have many implications for your teaching and children’s learning. 
Throughout the text, we provide specific pedagogical practices to assure that all 
children and all families are welcomed and supported.

3.	The importance of developmentally appropriate practices (DAP) and the application 
of these practices to all aspects of early childhood programs and classroom activi-
ties. In keeping with today’s emphasis on academic achievement, Fundamentals of 
Early Childhood Education anchors your professional practice in DAP, beginning 
in Chapter 1, and provides you with step-by-step strategies for helping all children 
learn in developmentally appropriate ways.

4.	The effects of poverty and low socioeconomic status on children and their families. 
Today, more children and families than ever before live below the poverty line. 
Many children come to school unprepared to meet the challenges of preschool or 
kindergarten. Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education helps you educate all 
children and learn how to close the achievement gaps that exist between children 
in poverty and their more economically advantaged peers.

5.	The integration of the fields of special education and early childhood education. 
Increasingly, special education practices influence early childhood practices. 
Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education helps you understand the interwoven 
nature of these two fields and appreciate how this integration provides enhanced 
opportunities for both you and the children you teach in your inclusive classroom.

6.	School readiness. How to help families get their children ready for school and how 
to promote children’s school readiness is at the forefront of issues facing society 
today. Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education provides you with helpful infor-
mation and strategies that enable you to close the readiness gaps that exist across 
ethnic, gender, linguistic, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

7.	The integration of STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) 
subjects into the curriculum, with an emphasis on engineering for all students. STEAM 
subjects are considered to be of great importance by the nation’s business leaders, and 
they constitute the foundation for providing a well-trained and educated workforce.

8.	A renewed emphasis on providing for children’s mental health growth and devel-
opment. In the wake of well-publicized school shootings (e.g., the Parkland High 
School shooting) and other violent tragedies across the United States (e.g., the Las 
Vegas mass shooting), society is demanding that the nation’s schools provide for 
children’s healthy social and emotional development. Society needs children who 
are socially and emotionally healthy.

9.	The use of technology to support children’s learning. Contemporary teachers are 
savvy users of technology to promote children’s learning and their own profes-
sional development. Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education helps you gain 
the technological skills you need to teach in today’s classroom. Practicing profes-
sionals offer practical examples of how to integrate and use technology in teaching 
and learning in your classroom.

TEXT FEATURES
Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education, ninth edition, includes numerous features 
designed to illustrate developmentally appropriate practice and provide a framework 
for you to master, reflect on, and apply chapter content to your professional practice. 
Here are a few things to look for:
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Dynamic Chapter Content. Chapter content is organized around essential learning 
outcomes, designed to measurably boost your understanding.

•• Chapter-opening learning outcomes. Clarifying exactly what you will learn in the 
chapter, these learning outcomes align with the major text sections of the chapter.

Reader-Friendly Content Presentation. The ninth edition is a student/reader-friendly 
textbook. The content presentation helps you focus on what’s relevant by breaking 
up the reading into manageable sections that are clear, concise, and understandable.

•• Key terms are highlighted and defined, enabling you to learn, master, and use the 
knowledge and language of your profession. Key words and terms are printed in 
the text margin where they occur and in an end-of-text Glossary.

•• “What Does This Mean for You?” and “What Can You Do?” teaching suggestions, 
found in all the major sections of every chapter, offers practical, teacher-tested 
ideas, examples, and activities for you to apply to your teaching and learning as 
you work with young children and their families.

•• In the RevelTM version, Check Your Understanding multiple-choice quizzes are 
found at the end of every major chapter section. They are followed by immediate, 
specific feedback to help you determine whether you understand fundamental 
concepts covered in the section and have achieved the learning outcome.

Authentic Developmentally Appropriate Practices. These practices are highlighted 
in features contributed by early childhood educators from around the country.

•• Professionalism in Practice. Teachers’ authentic voices play a major role in illus-
trating authentic practices. In the Professionalism in Practice features (found in 
every chapter), practicing teachers explain their philosophies, beliefs, and program 
practices. These teachers mentor you as they relate how they practice early child-
hood education. Among the contributors are professionals who are Teachers of 
the Year, have received prestigious awards, and have national board certification.

•• Professionalism in Practice: Competency Builder. The Professionalism in Practice 
features that are labeled as Competency Builders provide instructional practices that 
can help you move from theory to practice. They are designed to build your compe-
tence and confidence in performing essential teaching tasks, in a step-by-step manner.

•• Lesson and Activity Plans. Planning for teaching and learning constitutes an 
important dimension of your role as a professional. This is especially true today, 
given the emphasis on ensuring that children learn what is mandated by state 
standards. The plans presented in this text enable you to look over the shoulder 
of experienced teachers and observe how they plan for instruction. These award- 
winning teachers share plans designed to ensure that their children learn important 
knowledge and skills.

Features Designed to Increase Cultural Awareness

•• Diversity Tie-In. These features, which are found in every chapter, promote inclu-
sivity in every classroom. They include a variety of topics to create an awareness 
of the uniqueness and diversity of all children and families.

Features Designed to Enable Integration of Technology into Teaching

•• Technology Tie-In. These features, which are found in every chapter, highlight 
specific examples of technology use linked to chapter content. They help you 
become technologically literate, understand the options available, and use them to 
their fullest extent to teach, communicate with parents, and manage a classroom.
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Features That Show Real Children and Early Childhood Settings in Action

•• Portraits of Children. In a text about children, it is sometimes easy to think about 
them in the abstract. The Portraits of Children found in Chapters 7 through 10 are 
designed to ensure that you consider children as individuals as we discuss how 
to teach them. The features present authentic portraits of real children from birth 
through third grade from all cultures and backgrounds, enrolled in real child care, 
preschool, and primary-grade programs across the United States. Each portrait 
includes developmental information across four domains: social–emotional, cog-
nitive, motor, and adaptive (daily living). Accompanying questions challenge you 
to think and reflect about how you would provide for these children’s educational 
and social needs if they were in your classroom.

•• Newly Integrated Video Examples. Each chapter includes at least four videos that 
illustrate text concepts and provide a window into the real world of teaching young 
children. The video examples allow you to view brief examples of section concepts 
without breaking the stride of your reading, keeping you focused and on task.

Activities That Help You Apply Important Concepts and Ideas

•• Application Exercises. In the RevelTM version, These exercises (two in every 
chapter) present a video illustrating child growth and development, teaching, and/
or learning in action. An open-ended question asks you to examine the video criti-
cally and respond using evidence from the video and your understanding of chapter 
concepts. Feedback is provided for support or to compare your answer with that 
of an experienced teacher. Examples include meeting the needs of English learners 
and supporting early literacy.

•• Applying Research to Practice. Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education, 
ninth edition, is a research-based text. A great deal of what teachers teach and 
how they teach it is based on research. In every chapter of Fundamentals of Early 
Childhood Education, ninth edition, there is an Applying Research to Practice fea-
ture which highlights current research “hot topics” and provides you with specific 
suggestions and activities for how you can translate today’s research and theory 
into your instructional practices.

Chapter-Ending Activities for Professional Development

•• Ethical Dilemmas. As an early childhood professional, you will face difficult 
choices in your career that require you to have a solid understanding of your 
ethical responsibilities and best practices. To that end, each chapter includes an 
ethical dilemma based on facts, current issues, and real-life situations faced by early 
childhood professionals today. They present difficult decisions that early childhood 
professionals have to make. These ethical dilemmas are intended to help you build 
a better understanding of what it means to think like a professional and to respond 
appropriately in complicated and potentially compromising situations.

•• Activities to Apply What You Have Learned. Here we revisit the chapter-opening 
learning objectives and provide one activity per learning objective to help you 
assess your content knowledge and/or apply your understanding of that content. 

A01_MORR0519_09_SE_FM.indd   10 08/12/18   2:38 PM



		  PREFACE� xi

SUPPLEMENTS FOR INSTRUCTORS
The supplements for Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education, ninth edition, 
have been revised, upgraded, and made available for instructors to download on  
www.pearsonhighered.com/educators.

•• Instructor’s Resource Manual. This manual contains chapter overviews and activity 
ideas to enhance chapter concepts.

•• Test Bank. The Test Bank includes a variety of test items, including  
multiple-choice and short-answer items.

•• TestGen Computerized Test Bank. TestGen is a powerful assessment generation 
program available exclusively from Pearson that helps instructors easily create 
quizzes and exams. Instructors can install TestGen on their personal computer 
(Windows or Macintosh) and create their own exams for print or online use. The 
program contains a set of test items organized by chapter, based on this text’s con-
tent; the items are the same as those included in the Test Bank. The tests can be 
downloaded in a variety of learning management system formats.

•• PowerPoint Slides. PowerPoint slides highlight key concepts and strategies in 
each chapter and enhance lectures and discussions.
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