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LEARNING AND TEACHING IN A
DIGITAL AGE

JASMIN. S.* AND **GIREESH KUMAR. K.

*M.Ed. Student & ** Assistant Professor
N.V.K.S.D. College of Education, Attoor
ABSTRACT

The digital age is enabled classroom make students
more active in the learning process. These revolutions
have transformed most schools or most teaching and
learning process in classrooms. This digital age leads
to the expression that a different kind of skills is needed
to adequately describe the effects of learning and
teaching in the digital age. Guiding questions asked
how technology is changing the way of teaching and
whether teaching was changing as a resull.

Introduction

Today’s technological environment allows teachers to draw on sources
around the globe and integrate what they discover in to their learning
using a range of media. They can do it all using a device that fits in
their pocket.

The world wide access to information enables teachers to design,
with students, learning opportunities for students that stimulate them
to be independent, reflective and collaborative learners, challenges
their thinking and assumptions and engage them on many levels.

Teachers can develop the lesson enriched by the digital resources
that the class discovers. Teachers are learning along side with their
students. In digital teaching based learning process, tasks are
meaningful in the sense that the learning is about real world issues
and problems; the students are exploring solutions to authentic
problems, not artificial situations or simulations.

The challenge for schools is to be to updated and transform their
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classes into digital classroom. It represents a relevant Way to gy
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students and engage them in taking responsibility for the )
It leads to building relationship in the class room as the teacher o g
with the students about the skills they brings, helps the sty
refine those skills and encourages students to make produc
relevant use of the technology of their every day lives.

The Digital Age

dents o

ﬁVe ang

In a digital age, we are surrounded, indeed, immersed, in
technology. Further more, the rate of technological change shows
sign of slowing down. Technology is leading:to massive changesi,
the economy, in way we communicate and relate to each other, ang
increasingly in the way we learn. Yet our educational institutions were

built largely for another age, based around an industrial rather thana
digital era. ' ;

The Skills Needed In a Digital Age

Knowledge involves two strongly inter-linked but different

components, contents and skills. Content includes facts, ideas,
principles, evidence, and descriptions of

process or procedures. Most
instructors,

at least in universities, are well trained in content and
have a deep understanding of the subject areas in which they are

teaching. Expertise in skills development though is another matter.
Communication Skills

Traditional communication ski]js of re

ading , speaking and writing
coherently and clearly, we need to adq 5 ocial

ca Sales itCh li to
reach out through the Internet to a wide community 01; ; ; tlhe afb}i tye’s
ideas, to receive and incorporate feed people with on

i i backs to Sh P .
appropriately, and to identify trends ang ideas from els:‘;,‘:1 ;;'fOrmatnon
€.
Independent Learning

This means taking responsibility fo, Working oyt what d
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to know, and where to find that knowledge. This is an ongoing process
in knowledge-based work, because the knowledge base is constantly
changing. Not only to academic knowledge and also to learn about
new equipment, have new ways of doing things, or to learn who are
the people you need to known to get the job done.

Ethics and Responsibility

This is required to build trust (particularly important in informal
social networks.) To inform and remained those involved in educational
assessment of their obligations to uphold the integrity of the manner
in which assessments are developed, used evaluated, and marketed.
More over, it is expected that the code will stimulate thoughtful
discussions of what constitutes professionally responsible assessment
practice at all levels inn digital age.

Teamwork and Flexibility

Willingness to work in group collaborative virtually and at distance,
with colleagues, students and experts. The ‘pooling’ of collective
knowledge, problem solving and implementation requires good
teamwork and flexibility in taking on tasks or solving problems.

Thinking Skills
Critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, originality, strategizing

of all the skills needed in a knowledge based society these are some
of the most important thinker. Thinking skills we necessary to create
various new ideas and techniques to move digital classes effective.
Thinking skills help to solve the pattern developed to digital class room.
Digital Skills

Digital skills we necessary to use computers technology as
€Xamining and evaluating the programmers.
How technology is changing the way of teaching?

Technology has been used mainly to support regular classroom
teaching, or operated in the form of distance education, for a minority
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of students or in specialized departments. Some

technology is moving from the periphery to the cent
from the following trends.

of the-,-;j
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Fully On line courses

Credit-based online learning is now becoming a major and cen
activity of most academic departments in universities, col]

some extent even in school education. Enrolments in
courses

eges: d
fully or
(i.e. distance education courses) now constitute betw%
quarter and a third of a]] post-secondary enrolments in the world;

Blended and hybrid learning

Digital learning management systems may be used to store lectl
notes in the form of slides or PDFs,

provided, or online forums for discu

online learning is gradually blended
without changing the bagijc classroom

Open learning

links to online readings ma i
ssion may be established. if~
with face to face teaching,’*
teaching model. 1

MOOCs (Massive Open Oy line Courses)
The format of MOOCs can vary,

in genery) t : |
characteristics: he}' have the following

en to anyone to enrol] and «;
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address) St an e-
O Very large numbers (from 1,000 ¢, 100
O Free access to video-recorded lectyye
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questions and immediate feedback, combined sometimes with
peer assessment

o A wide range of commitment from learners: up to 50 per cent
never do more than register, 25 per cent never take more than
the first assignment, less than 10 per cent complete the final
assessment.

However, MOOCs are merely the latest example of the rapid
evolution of technology, the over-enthusiasm of early adopters, and
the need for careful analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of new
technologies for teaching. Atthe timeof writing, the future of MOOCs
is difficult to forecast.

Managing the changing landscape of education

These rapid developments in educational technologies mean that
faculty and instructors need a strong framework for assessing the
value of different technologies, new or existing, and for deciding how
or when these technologies make sense for them and their students
to use. Blended and online learning, social media and open learning
are all developments that are critical for effective teaching in a digital
age.

Conclusions

The technology has started to make major changes to the way
we deliver education. Open learning and online education were more
of a peripheral activity to the main provision of learning which was in
classroom and on campuses. The digital age is forcing us 0 examine
more fundamentally the purpose and process of teaching, what

constitutes valid knowledge and how best to acquire the technology
skills,
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