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ABSTRACT

Education is widely recognized as the key to the
empowerment of every section of society. The success
or failure of any educational programme depends upon
the quality, commitment and enthusiasm of the teacher
concerned. Successful teaching involves keeping in
touch with the latest trends and modern theories and
practices in education. It is teacher education which
moulds the teachers to play their role effectively,
keeping constantly in view the special needs and unique
abilities of their students.

Often teachers come across pupils with different
intellectual or physical disabilities which hinder their
academic progress. Special education is instruction
designed for students with such disabilities or talents
or gifts who have special learning needs. Special
teaching facilities are very much needed to meet the
personal and social needs of these children. Special
education is specialized in nature since it needs special
aids and special learning environment for making the
special students learn.

Teacher educators play a pivotal role in the progress
of a knowledge society. They need to be exposed to
different kinds of studies and training undertaken by
experts in special education. They have to train the
teacher trainees on how to deal with children who need
special care and attention. The teacher trainees need
to be made to realize the significant parts that audio-
visual aids and other multimedia equipment play in
enhancing the levels of comprehension for these
learners. Also teacher educators have a role to turn
schoolteachers into good counsellors for the context
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It is teacher education which moulds the teachers o play their
wleeffectively, keeping constantly in view the special needs and umique
pilities of their students. It provides them with the theoretical
background of the philosophical, psychological and sociological aspects
ofeducation to do their best in their school. Teachers are expected to
maintain a high standard in all their instructional activities. It is the
duty of teacher educators in colleges of education to provide the student
teachers with the latest thinking on how classroom instruction can be
imparted to children with diverse learning needs.

Special Education

One sees these days not only diversity on cultural or linguistic
Bonts but also on the needs of children attending schools with varying
flbilities or disabilities. Often teachers come across pupils with different
Mellectual or physical disabilities which hinder their academic
Pfogress. Among intellectual disabilities, one can name various
fsorders which hamper the learning of students like autism, attention
fc disorder, dyslexia or dyscalculia. Physical impairments that
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impede instructional progress in a normal environment are vis

) g ual,
h disabilities. Special education is the way out
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these differently abled children.

The term *special education’ includes all aspects of educatig,
which are applied to exceptional children — physical, menty
disadvantaged and gifted children. It includes all those aspecg 0;
education which are specific in addition to the regular programme for
all children (Sharma, 2008). It is different from general education in
that it is so designed as to cater to the special requirements of childrep
who need to be assisted to catch up with the rest of the class through
the use of special gadgets or tools and instructional strategjes that

seek to bring out the best in them.

Special education is instruction designed for students with
disabilities or talents or gifts who have special learning needs. Today’s
special education takes account of the fact that different students
have different special needs. Some need help in dealing with the socia
and psychological problems they face as a result of their exceptionality,
Special educational programmes not only challenge them intellectually,
but also help them deal with their feelings of alienation. Other exceptional
students need special services because of what they are not able to
do, because some disabling condition limits their ability to learn in the
typical educational programme (Yssedyke & Algozzine, 2006).

The focus of special education is on learning, not just to pass
exams, but to make the child a more effective and independent learners
(Krithika, 2009). The students with special learning needs require a
modification of school practices or special educational services to
develop to maximum capacity. As backward children and talented
children need specific facilities for their development, educationists
stress the importance of special education for them (Prameela, 2005)-
Special teaching facilities are very much needed to meet the personal
and social needs of these children,

Special education is quite vast in its objective, methodology and
scope. Itis goal-directed in the sense that it always carries prP(’Seful
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The destiny of a nation lies in the hands of ateacher. From thjs "
isevident that teacher educators play a pivota] role in the progress olf
2 knowledge society. Teacher educators need to pe providers of not
only theoretical knowledge but also practical skillssoasto equip them
with the necessary inputs to deal with the special learning problems
of children at various levels of schooling. So teacher educators must
be exposed to different kinds of studies and training undertaken by
experts in special education. They gain this exposure not only through
reading or study but also through seminars, symposia, refresher courses
ornational and international conferences held for the dissemination
of such knowledge. They also need to be lifelong researchers and do
innovative experiments to corroborate the ideas they come out with.

The curriculum for teacher education should also be revised. At
Present, there are no specific provisions in the form of trained teacher
educators, resource materials, and standardized inputs on learners
i special educational needs in the in-service programmes of Disrict
Institutes of Teacher Education (DIETs). In the pre-service
FOgramme, the inputs are provided only one optional paper or o
Unitin 5 compulsory paper (NCERT, 2009). It is necessary that special
“ucation should be included as a compulsory subjectin the teacher

UCation curriculum,
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the psychology of every children and identify the ch.allc:ngeS faceq,
them. Various educational services may help dyslexic and dysca] culig
learners to overcome their problems. Special educational progmmmcs
can be designed to meet the special needs of these learners, I, additiq,
these educationally disabled students need a great deal of Sll‘llc[u‘-c(;
practice and immediate corrective feedback to develop thejr skillg
(Kumar & Raja, 2009 b). So the teacher educators have tg train the
student teachers on how to emphasize with children who need specia)
care and attention.

Using multimedia instructional strategy or computer-assisteq
instruction may facilitate the process of mathematical exploration in
disabled learners. By these specialized approaches to teaching, most
disabled learners can be helped to learn normally (Kumar & Raja,
2008). The student teachers need to be made to realize the significant
parts that audio-visual aids and other multimedia equipment play in
enhancing the levels of comprehension for these learners.

Recognition of a pupil’s learning disability and the creation ofa
congenial atmosphere help the disabled learners to lessen the severity
of their disability. Today’s special educators are called upon to create
this kind of protective learning environment in a modern school that
seeks to promote inclusive education. Teachers need to provide their
students with positive role models and consistently treat individual
differences and needs with patient acceptance and special effort.
There needs to a healthy interaction between the teachers and parents
to identify the special needs of these children (Kumar & Raja, 2009
a). It is the responsibility of teacher educators to turn schoolteachers
into good counsellors for the context of their interaction with
administrators, parents and even the peers of these children.

Conclusion

Creation of special educational settings paves the way to empower
the differently abled to cultivate their skills and make their contribution
fo society like their peers. If schoolteachers gain the insight into the
difficulties their pupils face and help them bring out their best, thes®
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