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Conferenc«: A

5 JNIQUES FOR FOSTERING CREATIVE THINKING

R. Edwin Sam,
esearch Scholar, N.V.K.S.D College of Education, Attoor
Mini Kumari V.S., , '
ociate professor, N.V.K.S.D College of Education, Attoor.
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ABSTRACT

The ability o think creatively is an essential skill for everyone. By

ying creativity, it is possible to break out of usual routines and

appl
patterns of behavior and to increase personal effectiveness. Thinking

creatively will show how to tap into innate creativity so that we can find
olutions to difficult problems. It will help to understand the

innovative S
how how to benefit

g and assessing ideas, and it will s

fom sharing ideas with others in order to build consensus and

process of generatin

commitment. This paper highlights the techniques for fostering creative

thinking among students.

INTRODUCTION

We are l,the creation of God and every one of us
but does not

8 e §
e Creatw abxllty Some are endowed with high creative
science, 1€

fields of art, literature,
and bringing

aching

ancement in the
about

F‘P?nSlble for propounding new ideas

y :? i
°cial and cultural changes.
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Creative thinking 18 3 way of looking at problems or sutuations from
a froh PRIV that suggests unarthodon solutions (which may look
wnctthng &t fint) Creatve tunking can be stmulated both by an

emtructured pres such as bramnstormung, and by a structured process

soch as lareral thinking. Edward De Bono says, “Creative thinking is not 5
mlent #  a shill that can be leamt It empowers people by ad ding
srength o thewr natural shilives which improves team work, productivity

and where sppropriate profiss”

(Creauve thinkmg 1s much more than using our imagination to crank
out lots of new 1dess. Creanve thinking is a lifestyle, a personality trait, a
way of percenving the world, a way of interacting with other people, and a

way of Inng and growmng - Gary Dawvis.

Creanve thinking means the predictions and/or inferences for the
mdnidual are new, ongmal, ingemous, and unusual. The creative thinker
s one who explores new areas and makes new observations, new

predicions, and new inferences — Skinner.

NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF CREATIVE THINKING

¢ Crearve thinking, in all it shapes and forms, is absolutely an
wnzernal mental process and hence should be considered as an
imporiant component of one’s cognitive behavior.

* Every one of as s capable of creative thinking and hence it is a
uriversal phenomenon
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Creative thinking results in the production of something new or

novel.

Any creative expression as a result of one’s Creative thinking (s a
source of joy and satisfaction for the creator. Although our creative
abilities tnvolving Creative thinking are natural endowments, they
can be nourished and nurtured by training or education,

Creative thinking in all its dimensions involve divergent thinking
instead of the rowtine and fixed type of convergent thinking.

o The mind must have complete freedom to wander around to create
a new idea.

The field of Creative thinking and its output is quiet comprehensive

and wide. It covers all the aspects of human accomplishments
belonging to an individual’s life.

Psychologists, on the basis of their researches, have agreed on the
presence of following elements or. -factors in one's Creative thinking:
i) Ideatioral fluency, ii) originality, iii) flexibility, iv) Divergent
thinking, +) self-confidence and persistence, vi) ability to see and
build relationships.
CREATIVE THINKING TECHNIQUES

Higher crder fhinking skills in Bloom's taxonomy promate
independent bezrming, thinking znd areativity, Dr. Hogan says the current

transmission 2nd acguistion model of education is sesponsiblo for a
creativity deficit in studerss, who wltmately fail 10 reach their tall

Lammpakumar! Acofumy of ALY A I
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potential. No teacher wants to be responsible for the failure of students, g
- So

fostering creativity is must in the classroom.

Some techniques for fostering creative thinking are given below:

Brainstorm ideas on one topic onto a large piece of p
aper,
Brainstorming technique allows the group to explore ideas with,
out
judgment.
+ Use of gaming technique, in a playful spirit help the children in the
development of creative thinking. These techniques provig
e

valuable leaming experiences in a relaxed spontaneous angd
evaluative situation.

We should allow adequate freedom to children in responding to a

situation. They should be encouraged to think out as many ideas as
they can for the solution of a problem.

Provide opportunity for ego involvement, Actually, a child can be

pected to put in determined efforts in to creative activities only
when his ego is involved.

Provi
rovide a healthy atmosphere favourable for creative thinking in

ols. Religious festivals, social get-togethers, exhibitions etc. can

provide ) .

Provide opportunity for creative expression. Even the regular class

‘l)",fk can . YIS
be aranged in such a way to develop creative thinking

zrmemy children,

The o
= aurriculum should be properly organized for the development of

'J“fd’." d ’ ™
'v¢ thinking ability among students. For this curriculum shovld
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cater to the individual needs of each student rather than to the

generalized needs of all students.

. Ask the same question at least twenty times and give a differen
answer each time. Teachers should increase the use of open ende
questions.

. Make the students to change their routine work. Make them to d
things in a different way.

« Make the students to combine some of the features of differe
objects or ideas to create several more.

« Be open to ideas when they are still new, look for ways of maki
things work and pushing the idea to its limits.

. Encourage divergent thinking on the part of students.

« Factors like faculty methods of teaching, rigid habits of wr
unsympathetic treatment, over emphasis on school mar
authoritarian attitude of teachers and parents etc. may hinder
development of creative thinking ability. So parents and teact

should avoid such blocks to creative thinking.

CONCLUSION

Creativity is thinking new, innovation is doing new. There i
doubt that creativity is the most important human resource of
Without creativity, there would be no progress and we woul
forever repeating the same patterns. In order to become more Grez
we need to be aware of how we usually respond to situations or is

Notice our current behavior patterns and ways of thinking and tes
205
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araatve we teally are — be honest with ourselves, [t beCOmes e
2 SSenti
als

e wchery as well as parents to realize the need of Creg

ting an

I€ative thing;
advhuwy of children, Parents and teachers shoylg help ¢

Qonvinoanment  conducive to  the development of ¢
ng
he Children in

nounshing and utilizing their creative abilities, The educationg) Pro
, Cess

Sefore should be aimed at developing creative abilities 5y,
ng
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