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st ABSTRACT

[nformation and Communication Technology has
become an integral and accepted part of everyday life
for many people. Technology is increasing in
importance in people’s lives and it is expected that this
rend will continue, t0 the extent that technological
literacy will become a functional requirement for
people’s work, social, and personal lives. The creative
use of Information and Communications Technology
(ICT) in education has the capacity to increase the
quality of people’s lives by enhancing teaching and
learning. Since the launch of the Primary School
Curriculum (PSC) in 1999 there have been significant
developments in the use of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) in education. The
general aims of the PSC are to prepare the child for
further education and lifelong learning, to develop as a
social being through living and cooperating with other
and to realize his/her potential. Some children will need
such technology in order to lead fuller lives as children
and to assist them in their learning. They may need
flssistive technology to éupport their communication, -
interaction, mobility, and general participation within
the classroom. Undoubtedly, ICTs are potentially a
useful tool for primary school curriculum. ICT mayalso
be a significant motivational factor in primary school
students’ learning, and can support students’
engagement with collaborative learning.
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element in all our lives and has a central roe to p]
Play :

Many developed and developing countries are us; ' o,

education as a tool for quality education and to ﬁ“l,:;l Te?‘

traditional methods and new methods of teaching 5, delgap bﬁ‘l:l
Cap:

the term refers that includes any communication deyc, Mipy
encompassing: radio, television, cellular phones, compy t:r applica{
hardware and software, satellite systems, etc. as we|j az “em
services and application associated with thﬁmthevari
videoconferencing and distance learning in educatign” Suc

» Sty
(Dr.

Swarts). |

Primary School Curriculum

The Introduction to the Primary School Curriculyp, Sty
“Technological skills are increasingly important for advanCe,,,:
in education, work, and leisure. The curriculum integrate;
into the teaching and learning process and provides chilj,
with opportunities to use modern technology to enhance i
Iéarning in all subjects” Primary School Curriculum, 1999, p.)

ICT and the learning principles of the Primary Sch
Curriculum |

The Primary School Curriculum presents a vision of educati
which is expressed in three general aims:

to enable the child to live a full life as a child, and to realiseh

or her potential as a unique individual 3
to enable the child to develop as a social being through i®
perating with others and so contribute to the g00°°

O

O
and coo

society

to prepare the child for further education and lifelong [earnl@

o ¢
ched m

Using ICT in teaching and learning may be appro?

three ways:
Learning aboul JCT: teachers and children develop skills
knowledge in the potential uses of ICT to support learning.

a
%

2
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T rcachers and children use ICT resources to
l.l 1 s 57 R l
ng Jarriculum.
arh oom ¢
[ed mSS'”

ugh JCT: teachers and children use ICT to
qrnin! / S of teaching and learning, learning in new ways.
, proces:

r1CT use in the primary school include:
(

le the child to usc a range of ICT tools in a relevant
yabl¢

0 oulum context
lethe childto develop and use ICT skills in the attainment
carning objectives

child’s understanding and practice of the safe

sse of ICT , .

informthe child’s attitudes regarding the role of ICT in society,
0 fzclu ding the benefits and challenges of ICT use
|

to support the development of the child’s social skills through
cooperative learning and problem-solving.

sssistive Technology

. Thetermassistive technology refers to the range of technological
' devices or systems designed to improve the functional capabilities of
individuals with disabilities and maximise their quality of life. Some
children will need such technology in order to lead fuller lives as children
mdtoassist them in their learning. They may need assistive technology
o Support their communication, interaction, mobility, and general
Fricipation within the classroom. For example, a non-verbal child
m :;;:lPonaPlé device to generate electronic speech, or a child

Impairment may find magnifying software or screen reader

sOﬁWare AL
Com bencficial jn augmenting their learning experience using
Puter software’

¢
oo Planning

| BN Dlartos s o 503
o teacherp an'mng the use of ICT in the classroom, it-is important

i g t 1 . .
| %h'“g ang (l)elder.mﬁ' the role that ICT can play in adding value to

a -
Fouy, Ming across curriculum areas.
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For example, word-processing facilitates editiy
n in the writing process in ways that y edrﬁﬁ,
resentatlo h . j : n
maccessnble using pen an PaE s ;s can be pamcula tly e‘"lqu
ho has |
when dealing with a child who ifficulty with Wnt alu[

be helped to correct mistakes as often as neCeSsary a5 h%h
g the entire piece. Wlthoutt

)

can
frustratlon of re-doin

Classroom management

The following are some practical guidelines fo; ICT :

. i
classroom:

O negotiate and agree rules for appropriate and respongy,
of ICT in the classroom "
o setup aRota (schedule) system to ensure that a]| Childre, "
access to classroom computers
o post a list of frequent commands and shortcuts in Promi
place near the computer
0 placea clock or timer near the computer. This will allow
to monitor their time at the computer
O provide children with headphones to reduce the noise
when the volume is turned on
O introduce computer software to one group of children, v
turn can act as peer tutors for others in the class
O assign an older child to use the digital camera with you
children.
Assessment planning

i
The Primary School Curriculum emphasises that assessme”

“
an essential part of teaching and learning. Some of the Way> in it
ICT extends the teacher’ s and children’s repertmre of 855
tools are described in this section.

tof
In general, assessment planning needs to take accout
O the use of electronic portfolios

O the use of ICT as an assessment tool

ot
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he US© of 1CT M recording and analysing assessment
the
inlhmmlmn

| ilm’“”""c“ of ongoing evaluation and review of the usc of
the

crm the (eaching and learning process both at school and
cmggmnm |C\-'C|h'~

‘ool level plnnninﬂ for assistive technology

) inl'urnm(i(m and communications technology (1CT)

A variety of ; ;
Ip children with learning disabilitics. These include:

|uipmcnl can he
0 funding and grants for assistive technology, including equipment,

{raining and support

co-ordination of staff, equipment and training

liaison with parents, therapists and other relevant personnel
continuous planning, as the child’s needs change

fostering an inclusive positive attitude to children using assistive

O 0O © O

technology
o storage, maintenance, repair and insurance.

dditional ICT equipment to support children with special
aeeds may include:

o alternatives to the traditional keyboard such as overlay
keyboards, concept keyboards, or on-screen grids for children
who have difficulty in accessing or controlling the keyboard

O Touchscreens, with which teachers and children may be familiar
from interactive displays in museums, react to the touch of a
finger. |

O spell checkcr's;.g{ldssaries, dictionaries and thesaurus can support
dyslexic children and other children by enabling them to check
the accuracy of their work
Speech recogl;ltilon systems enable the child to create text, or
o 9 control t115%}"0mputex' by voice input
(‘ll‘l" and prﬁfgﬁéegoﬁware may support the child who needs to
over leal‘n}'-ég%cepts

£y
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Conclusion

Undoubtedly, ICTs are ;?otentially a useful too] £y, iy
curriculum. The use of IC.T in app.ropriate contexts i, Prin
education can add value in teaching and learning, by enhary-s h
offectiveness of learning, or by adding a dimensjoy, to learnc.mglh
was not previously available. ICT may also be a significans motimg. 4
factor in primary school students’ learning, and can suppoy s;anom
engagement with collaborative learning, ey
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