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ABSTRACT

E learning enabled classroom mqke
active in the learning process. E lear
pedagogy fosters higher order thinki
critical thinking. Critical thinking is the ability to
discriminate, analyse and evaluate the given Situation,
The use of different learning approaches gnd along
with the e learning environment hurture criticql
thinking of students. This paper presents the concepts
of critical thinking and how e-learning environment
cultivate critical thinking skill among students.
Keywords: E learning environment Jhigher order
skills, critical thinking

Introduction

Students mope
ning integrateq
ng skills sych as

Elearning environment has produced a rich array of new visions in

teaching and learning that makes individuals lifelong learners and
Prepares them for the 215t C

of teaching and learning,
the skills and capacities

entury. It provides a re-conceptualisation
and successfully prepare all learners with
for 21st century citizenship such as glgbal
Wareness, Creativity, critical thinking, collaboration,‘ problenll-solv :ngd
and self-directed learning. It creates a very interestu‘\g chatl T:f:ning
OPportunity to reconsider re-imagine, and re-invent lea "
e e ; individual for effective
eNviror ents able to prepare and excel each in

g learning,

ing

: by using th _
Lol tional concept e
-learning is a new edvl:z; based, for the purposes of educ
- ' that are »
H0logy tools

e internet and
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and supported through the use of informa
communication technology. It can colvel' a‘Spectmm of actiy
the use of tcchno_'ogy i v PRy
a ppl‘OaCh to learning that is deh\./ered entirely through o
term e-learning therefore essentially covers the yge of
and technology as a vehicle for knowledge exchange Wwithin teack;
and learning. E-learning covers a wide set of applicationg of compu:ng ..
assisted instruction, computer-based learning, virtual classroom, 0nlier. |
learning, blended or hybrid, asynchronous and synchronoyg Both ,_f
online and asynchronous approaches are self-directed ang self-pa
methods of learning that enable learners to increase knowledge ang
skills provided the learner is ready to learn. Blended or hybrid learn;y j
is a type of learning that is a mixture of face-to-face and o
learning. The online portion of this learning can be delivered in varion
ways, such as online tutorials, documents, interactive te t
presentations, video, audio, animations and many other types
interactive media. Typically this approach involves approximately th }
percent of face-to-face classroom time combined with the remain
time spent online (Mitchell & Honore, 2007). They list the advan

of this type of learning are: i |

tion
ities er-
‘blended, ,
Nline. The

It facilitated

i convenience
i. increased interaction
i flexibility |
iv. increased learning
v.  higher retention -
vi. reduced seat time
vii. higher order thinking
 viii. problem solving
ix. collaboration
X. immediate reinforcement
Xi. active learning
xii. self pacing _,
xiii. decreased costs
Y ) wannivakumariAcademy Ofm}
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«intellectually discip

I Thinking I ge———
: jtical ‘hi"kfng is an important and vital topjc

sation: Acoording to the Foundation of fitical?hin‘: il oo,
ed!”” is that mode of thinking about any subject, °0men',n 2. ‘Critical
inker improves the quality of his or i 't Ei'nirthlem
" charge of the shucnxrfzs inherent in thinking and in‘;anni i:v
; tellt‘ct"a' standards upon them (h?tp://www.criticalthinking m;
!:tic|65/27thconf'key note.cfin.). Ennis (1987) that explained criica
:hinking as «reasonable reﬂc‘:cti.ve thinkin g focused on deciding Qhat
o believe ordo”. Crmcal‘ tl]lnk}n.g isa type of a cognitive ability that
has 8 sp“ial jmportance 11 decision making and judgment processes
(Charlfand’ [shikawa, & Flander, 2009). The Center for Critical
h, 2006) defines, “Critical thinking is the

Thinking, 2004, (Mandernac
intenectually disciplines process of actively and skillfully
c(,,,cepmalizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/ or evaluating

information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience,
reflection, reasoning, Of communication, as a guide to belief and action”.

Michael Scriven and Richard Paul define critical thinking as the
lined process of actively and skilfully

o

applying, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating
m or generated by, observation, experience,
as a guide to belief and

i
f:'W 'ch the
M & ly taking

conceptualizing,
information gathered fro
 reflection, reasoning and communication,
~ action”.

Critical Thinking in the e learning environment

The advent of e learning technology has permitted the learning t0

ze’ilm Vif’“‘a”y, in an electronic, distant environment. This dist@t
:_ mS.escﬂomc format poses more high-level learning (Saade & Bahli,
| “n;pl:;de & Galloway, 2005). Weblogs, social networking (for
 Ptentig) t:‘;ebook) and discussion forums as Web 2.0 togls pav? the
u"I’Oﬂan‘ Ski;v te(ioP lear '.ler’s critical thinking. Critical thinking 15 an

foster in students engaged in the learning process,

- both thej :
%2). : €ir professional and personal prosperity (Noll & wilkins,

aad
& R.G, etal (2012) viewed that the virtual environment
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yces critical - s SRS DS

cnhﬂ' o | s“‘nfcgics. constructivist lcarmng b;-ho

nsm'ut &‘ obas od Jearning, and discussion l,g-"dmphwm“i»
carning: 2109) found that integrating Web baseq ‘C;:“c igi?af M"i»‘

-\SS - / s.
Burge cading Cngagcmcnt and critical think; M to
Ng kil - Ning

1

: anrOVe 1 inki
has imPT" 10 fmmdthatcnllcalthmkmgwassu :
pported 0‘1\“

orin (4 ied critl
and Mt' £ led ming accompamed critical thinking sy, Y0
g Skl"s en n‘in‘

instructlon.

wdents 1© be ready fo .

S dlls. Student based e-learning system s ands
aveg sty of

1% century $ ,
can think deeply when they have to angy, 1

jme an : :
tim d do thetr assignments (Benson & Samargy:, M
ema’

ki g cooperative manner creates a unique |
i

experience deeper insight of learning and critical thinking (Gapy; g
g Vaughan, 7). AkyuZ and Samsa (2009) examined the effson
. t on the critical thinking ski]| Ofecl:s

the

d out that it had sTong influence on developing Critig

thinking skill Multi-me
web-based instruction,
classroom time, distance
combinations of electro
to be well-educated and

E learning environment cultivate critical thinking through the :

following ways.
i. Questioning
¢ learning strategi ;
, gies provid » .
- Intheclassroom, R Sppactunitics for questioning
o fi. Problem-based learning

&7 mmmosﬂy

o ich enhance

e student’s |ogi

-k detive listening *logical reasoning and evaluation skill
skill.

Mo a iy
i L Isteners.

+ modern society and meet the i °°ura&
" ,

. edia tools for educational purposes that incjyq

<treaming video conferencing, faCe-tO.fa:S |
learning through television or video or o thei .
+ic educational models encourage participants |
critical thinker as well. (Bates & Poole, 2003), |

j,

|

compri
prised of Problem based learning strategies



ve conflict resolution
i rat'; r cooperative problem sol
(&)
N :’a‘,e Way Io“ d ;
inking @ hinking throygy,
Tmnt" romote thinking g
" k,amlﬂgp }
AnCe, : ;
i con te environment for bramstormm
a .
mming portfolios/recopqs of p
il Lea lop opportunities for indiviq
velo :
;):cuments that reflect learnip

Ving situation,

Problems solving

"Ogress
Uals anq

Oups tq “Velop
- Bress OVer time iNuteg
ournals; blogs/media productnons; SPeecheg/ rese fons)
0 .
} v Encourage active Interactiop
1

Ctweep S
of students as we]| as the

Mall ang large;
groy
teacher, P
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explain the concepts wit,
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