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ther living organisms, and property. India is considered itself as mother of earth. As a mother
othe

nurtured their children, take care of her children in their womb, like wise earth also take care of its
ide in it. But the super animal human being has been aggressively exploiting the very

S reS]' nment to fulfill their needs. Overpopulation and technological advancement are
:::::Joeuns‘l/;n:)utting threat to the environment and exploits the natural re.sources. Wome.n were
onsidered as a weaker sex since ancient times but women were predominantly responsible for
: anagement and conservation of resources for their families. In 1970s, an interest in‘women an'd
tr:eir connection with the environment was sparked by a book titled “Woman's Role in Economic
Development” written by Ester Boserup. Starting in the 1980s, policy makers and govemr-nents
became more mindful of the connection between the environment and gender issues. According to
the World Bank in 1991, "Women play an essential role in the management of natural resources,
including soil, water, forests and energy and often has a profound traditional and contemporary

knowledge of the natural world around them". The interdependence of women with nature can be

evolved from the following observations:

1. Women are having base and skills for natural resource management.
2. They are better managers for natural resources.

3. They have sensitiveness towards environmental changes and climatic variations.

4. They have high ecological consciousness.

Recent studies revealed that women are the direct victims of such environmental degradation,
pollution etc. to illustrate, in some areas a few decades back women went to fetch water from sources
that were few feet away. But now, because of excessive mining and allied activities, they have to
walk miles together for a pot of drinking water. Though environmental degradation affects the human
beings in general, women are considered to be the main victims of environmental degradation.

Women’s direct contact with environment has produced them deep- knowledge about the

~environment. Women in India are playing a crucial role in protection and conservation of
environment. Women in our country have brought a different perspective to the environment debate,
because of their different experience base. Poor women's lives are not compartmentalized and they
see the issues in a broad perspective. They understand clearly that economics and environment are
- compatible. Women have recorded successes in solving environmental problems all over the world.
ln_lndia, the women realized that degradation of productive land has led to the erosion of top soil;

2 0King of water drainage was causing sliniy and loss of food crops. They collectively lease
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Role of women in environmental conservation

. o of Environment is well known from 173
icipation i servation 0 : y 4
The women participation in con dar Village sacrificed her “feas )
Jodhpr, Rajasthan by the Bishnoi Women, Amrita Bai 0 i A y
. -0 g sacred which is considered 5 the
embraced the Khejri tree as the Bishnois regarded this tree ” N
: ! Ii district in Uttarakhand, Chipko My,
environmental movement in world. In 1972, in Chamoli : g
: devi. Then in 1978, on the sijep, val
had starteg by Sundarlal Bahuguna, Bachni Devi and Gaura devl. i, e Y
: an important rofe ...
of Palakkad district of Kerala, where poetess Sughatha Kumari had playe : 3 - Waing
; started by envirg
construction of hydroelectric project. In 1982, Navadanya Movement had y : MMeng
. - indi TSl .
activist Vandana Shiva which was an ecofeminist movement {0 promote biodiversity by “Ngaging
Women. In 1983, Aapiko movement had started by villagers of Uttarkannnada district of Karmatyy,
province which involves a large number of rural women in participation. The movement was agajp,,
the commercial forest policy which had caused the destruction on ecosystem of the Sirsi forest
Another most significant environmental movement where women had played a pivotal role is
Narmada Bachao Andolan. Under the leadership of Medha Patkar, in 1989 some activists had
launched this movement against the construction of Sardar Sarovar Dam on the Narmada River,
Guyjrat. Currently, there are many more environmental activists who have been working vehemently
for the protection and conservation of the environment, Among them Padma Shri award winner
Sunita Narain, who focuses on sustainable development and fighting climate change. Another Padma
Shri award winner Jamuna Tadu, who is also known as ‘Lady Tarzen’ of Jharkhand forest, She along
with 100 Adivasi women has been protecting Jharkhand forest from mafia from last 20 years. Radha
Bhatt,who started Nadi Bachao Abhiyan in 2008 opposing construction of hydroelectric power
project which has created the devastation of river Ganga as well as damaged the ecosystem of all
tributaries adjoining of it. Thus women actively participate in environment Protection thap men as

women are directly affected and influenced by nature than men, Women haye been involved in

several governmental and non-governmental forestry and environment programs.
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Bishnoi Movement <1731

The first ever environmental movement is not only in ndia but also in the world had started

in 1731 where women sactifice their life to save trees. Bishnois movement bega with the royal order

of Maharaja Abhay Singh to cutting of Khejri trees, worshipped by Bishnois. for construction of

fortress. The villagers under the leadership of Amrita Devi protested against the order as she hugged

the tree. Amrita Devi and her three daughters were beheaded fot disobeying royal order. Just before

her death, Amrita Devi declared, “If a tree is saved even at the cost of one's head, its worth”™. This

movement started by Amrita Bai in 1731 A D was revived by Bachni Devi and Gaura Devi of Uttar

Pradesh in 1972. They snatched the axe from the wood cutters and warned contractors not [0 cut the
trees. There were 363 villagers were killed by the soldiers for the check of protection of trees. At last
the king cease the operation and designated Bishnoi as protected area which is exist as same till now.
They are upholding eco friendly principles still by saving water by traditional water harvesting
system, indigenous cultivation method for local areas and not killing any animals. Thus Bishnois

movement laid the foundation of environment protection movement in India.

Chipko Movement — 1973-In 1973, in Uttarkhand’s Chamoli district District the entire ash tree was
allotted to the Simon Company for commercial purpose. The movement begins with the government
refusal to supply ash tree to the Dasholi Gram Swarajya Mandal (DGSM), (workers' cooperative) for
processing plant of forest produces (especially for making plough) in Chamoli District. Instead
government gave green signal for Simon Company to cut ash trees for production of sporting goods.
The DGSM organised protest against government decision to promote Simon Company instead of
villagers. The movement was led by Sundarlal Bahuguna, Gura Devi and Sudesha Devi. Chipko (a
hindi word, meaning “to hug” or “cling to”) which was used to describe the local women was literally
hugging the tress from cutting by the loggers. Gaura Devi referred to the trees as her “maika™
(mother’s home) and invited the loggers to shoot them instead of harming the forest. Similarly,
Sudesha Devi spearheaded the women’s drive to protect the Rampur forest from contractors. After

many days of protest, the government canceled the company’s permit and granted it to the villagers.

Appiko movement- 1983- Appiko movement is important environment conservation movement in
Karnataka, to protect Western Ghats forest. Appikko movement was initiated by Panduranga Hegde.
~ In September 1983, men, women and children of Salkani (a village in Western Ghats) "hugged the

trees" in Kalase forest. This movement was against government policy to open forest for industrial
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Narmada Bachao Andolan - 1985 -India's Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is an environmey,
movement against the building of a number of dams along the Narmada River funded by Worj4

::;:’ ;"5‘ :S:u:r:j t: Ot(l;(r)cz :altlesd of Gujarat, Maharashtra, and szdhya Pradesh consist of 3
submerged over 37000 hectares ofaforeatmsdWher-cas he e MR dlsplace. e
e e st and agricultural land as the construction of Sardar Sarovar
fiongt s dhse.tt ement of people of these areas. NBA, which led by the Medha
from NGO'S all ar(;und themr; b:tllnoy had fumed into the international protest, gaining support
e hung obe. . t was' basically a Gandhian way of protest of non-violence as

ger strike. With strong protest from NBA World Bank withdraw project

in 1993. But the case continued in Supreme Court.

Navdanya move & ;
i iny1984 a:n:n;ml::: s Navdanya is India’s largest organic movement. Navdanya
(RFSTE), a participatory res he. l.{?se_arch Foundation for science, Technology and Ecology
fae ik mrz'an iafc mma't'we to provide direction and support to environmental
s o B s .nm.e crops” that represent India's collective source of food securi
: . ) - The main aim of Navdanya is to save seeds from biopiracy34 .Ct-unty
intention, setup 111 Community seed banks35 in 17 states in India. They are stro:gly :nd o
4Mmpaigning
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Women concern for nature around India

Women have an integral relation with the environment. In fact, women have contributed greatly to

the conservation movements in the past.
 Amrita Devi: woman who started Bishnoi movement.

% Gaura Devi: an activist who organized Chipko Movement.

tive role in the Narmada Bachao Andolan.

Environment (CSE), and

Medha Patkar: An environmentalist known for her ac
¢ Sunita Narain: She is the Director General of Centre for Science and

publisher of Down to Earth. After the loss of tigers in Sariska, Sunita chaired the Tiger Task

Force for conservation in 2005. She is a member of the Prime Minister’s Council for Climate

a River Basin Authority (which employ practices to clean the river).

Change and National Gang
s well as an environmentalist. In 1994, she

& Menaka Gandhi: She is an animal rights leader a
founded people for Animals, the largest organisation for animal’s welfare in India. She believed
in ahimsa and the fact that India was in need of a movement to stop the cruel treatment meted
out to animals. So she anchored a TV program “Heads and Tails” and authored a book. She now
chairs the Jury of International Energy Globe Foundation which annually awards the best
environmental innovations of the year. |
& Vandhana Shiva: A Delhi based environmentalist and eco feminist well known for her
proletarian efforts to protect forests, organize women’s networks, and conserve local
biodiversity. She was awarded the 1993 Right Livelihood Award, considered parallel to the
Nobel Prize. Navdanya, a national movement to protect the diversity of living resources, was
created in 1991. Since its 20 years of existence, more than 2000 varieties of rice have been
conserved and 34 seed banks established in 13 states nationwide.
% Sugathakumari — A poet and environmentalist. Prakriti Samrakshana Samithi was founded by
~ her who also participated in the ‘Save Silent Valley’ protest.
| 4 Radha Bhatt - Actively formulating in the Uttarakhand Nadi Bachao Abhiyan in 2008 to oppose
: the construction of a series of hydel power projects that not only threatened the flow of the Ganga
- - and most of its tributaries but imperiled the fragile, heavily deforested ecosystem of the
- Himalayan state, Radha Bhatt led 2000 kilometers march to voice for people’s water rights.
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‘ ]
education and training one can minimize the experiences and incidences of most of the Water,f
and airborne diseases. Traditionally women were kept away from the powers of decisiop, Makj,
Their unequal access to education and lack of decision making authority at all levels has lower,
their position in the society. As a result it has had adverse effects on income, nutrition, health, sociy
Support networks and domestic knowledge. The World Bank estimated that environment degradat,
is costing around 5.7% of the country’s GDP every year. History witnessed that how women haye
been playing an integral part and parcel in conserving and protecting environment which is so Much
successful so far. Women have been always considered the symbol of kindness and love. Therefore,
being a mother they know the pain when their children get hurt likewise they know the pain of earth
when her plants, rivers are damaged. Development is necessary, but it should not at the cost of
environment. Development is fruitless without lives and without environment no lives can be exis
in the earth. It is need of hour to pay strong attention towards women involvement in the decision

making process and making gender sensitive environmental policies.
References

Aditya., and Kumar(2016). Role of Women in Environmental Conservation, Internationql Journal
of Political Science and Development,4(4),140- 145,

Gupta, M. (2004).Participation in a Gendered Environment: The Case Community Forestry in India
’Human Ecology, 32(3),365-382.

Jain. Shobhita. ‘Women and People’s Ecological Movement - A Case Study of Women’s e in
the Chipko Movement of Uttar Pradesh, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol XIX,(1994)'

- 3 P -



INTERNA TIONAL CONTRRENCE PROCEVOINN,
Bustainable Natnrnl Resowres Managemont: (el Perupectioes vl CnteETaitond A viug
fARN: 97R.93.9%118.42 3

B

Mago, Payal and Isha, Gunwal. ‘Role of Women in Favironment Coneervation”, SSRN 2020

Mallick, Krishna. ‘Environmental Movements in Tndia: Chipko, Narmada Bachao Andalan,

Navdanya® Amsterdam University Press, 2021,

Prasad, Sheela. ‘Women and Environmental Movement and Policies in India” Paper - 9, Module
14,

Preston —Pile, Ken (2007). ‘A Return to the Land, Vandana Shiva's Campaign for Sustainable
Agriculture in India,’ Peace Power, 3(2):1-10.

Rao, Manisha (2012). Ecofeminism at the Crossroads in India: A Review’, DEP. 20(12): 124-142.

Raymond E., Wiest Jane S P., Mocellin D. Thandiwe Motsisi, Winnipeg. & Manitoba.(1994). The

Needs of Women in Disaster and Emergencies. United Nations Development Programme.

Ress, P. (1992). Women success in Environment Management, UNEP, Our Planet, Vol. 4. No 1.
PP 16-18.27. Rohith, P. (2012). The Silent Valley and its discontents: literary environmentalism
and the ecological discourse in Kerala (1975-1984). (Doctoral Thesis) University of Hyderabad.

Roy, Arunthathi  (1999). The Greater Common Good. Retrieved  from
www.narmada.org/gcg/geg.html. 29. Shiva, Vandana (1988). Staying Alive: Women, Ecology
and Survival in India. New Delhi: Kali for Ind

Sharma, Renu. Kaushik, Baljit. ‘Role of Women in Environmental Conservation "EXCEL
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Management Studies, Vol.11ssue 2, November 2011,
ISSN22498834.

ht_xp://nvdatabase.swgrthmore.edu/content/narmada-bachgo-ancLol_an-nba-forces-cndworldbank-

funding-sardar-sarovar-dam-india-1985-1993.

m;//www.navdanza.org/eanhuniversity.

75|Page





{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Form", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Form", "isBackSide": false }

